What is a Type 1 Recommendation?

A Type I Recommendation (grid element score of 3, 4, or 5) means that a JCAHO surveyor identified an area that the organization must improve to maintain accreditation.  If you receive a Type 1, the JCAHO will monitor improvement through written progress reports or a focused survey.  

The JCAHO assigns written progress reports when compliance can be demonstrated in writing.  Generally, the JCAHO requires a written response within one month when deficiencies require immediate correction.  When more than one month is needed to demonstrate compliance, the JCAHO will require you to submit a written response within six months.  

Depending on the number, nature, or severity of deficiencies, the JCAHO may decide to conduct a focused survey.  Focused surveys are usually scheduled about six months after the JCAHO issues your accreditation decision.  Also, the JCAHO may schedule a focused survey when a six-month written progress report is inadequate.

Organizations only have two tries to clear a Type 1.  Failure to clear a Type 1 after the second attempt can place you at risk of losing your accreditation.
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