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SUBJECT:
Minutes of the Joint Environmental Surveillance Working Group (JESWG) Meeting, 23-24 August 2001.

1. The meeting of the JESWG was held 23-24 August 2001, at the Albuquerque Doubletree Hotel, Albuquerque, New Mexico.  A list of meeting attendees is provided at Attachment 1.  The objectives of the meeting were to: a) Approve the Occupational Environmental Health Surveillance White paper; b) Review status of high priority tasks in the OEHS Action Plan.  


2. Meeting overview and opening remarks.  Mr. Resta, the JESWG chair, welcomed attendees to the meeting and provided an overview of meeting objectives.  Mr. Resta explained that meeting minutes and all slide presentations would be posted on the USACHPPM Web page at http://chppm-www.apgea.army.mil/desp/.  


3. Review of minutes.  Third quarter FY01 JESWG minutes were reviewed and approved without change and will be posted on the webpage. 


4. White Paper – OEHS Vision.  Dr. Lee led a discussion concerning the OEHS White Paper.  LMI consolidated key comments for review at the meeting.  The issue of contractor personnel on the battlefield was not resolved.  Dr. Lee will work with a subgroup of the JESWG to define the JESWG position concerning contractors on the battlefield and present the position to the appropriate DoD work groups.  (Action Item 1, Attachment 2).  Further, the JESWG Chair requested membership to provide comments on lines 93 and 172-176 to Dr. Lee for incorporation.  The JESWG Chair plans to send the final draft White paper to the JPMPG as soon as possible.  (Action 2).  Dr. Lee/LMI will send individual reviewers the final OEHS White Paper for comment.  (Action 3).

5.  JESWG Charter Staff Paper.  Mr. Legg presented the draft staff paper concerning under whom the JESWG should be chartered.  After discussion, the JESWG chair directed the membership to send comments on the draft staff study to Mr. Legg at wlegg@lmi.org.  (Action 4).  Mr. Legg will prepare a second draft of the staff paper when comments are received from JESWG members.


6. Air Force Deployment Surveillance Training for Officers and Enlisted Personnel.  Cpt Gaboriault, USAF School of Aerospace Medicine (USAFSAM), presented an overview of the deployment surveillance training provided to officers and enlisted personnel.  The officer training is six months long and the enlisted training is five and one-half months long.  Further information on the training can be accessed (.mil/.gov only) at the website, http://etca.keesler.af.mil/.  There was a short discussion concerning integration of Army and Air Force training for deployment surveillance.  The JESWG requested the Navy present their training for Occupational and Environmental Surveillance at the next JESWG meeting.  (Action 5).

7. Air Force Force Protection Battlelab Deployed Environmental Surveillance System Initiative.  Mr. Don Lowe presented how the Air Force Force Protection Battlelab used potential high yield and commercial-off-the-shelf technology (COTS) to leverage rapid development of environmental surveillance technology and equipment.  In the ensuing discussion, it was highly recommended that the JESWG hold a future meeting dedicated to information management/information technology (IM/IT).  The JESWG needs to establish a position on DOEHS IM/IT intent with emphasis on near term solutions.  (Action 6).

8. JCS Directive Status Update.  MAJ Gillen, J-4/MRD, stated that the completion suspense dates for the directive are still the same.  After comments are incorporated, the document will go out for final staffing to meet the 1 October 2001 suspense date.

9. Army Policy on Occupational & Environmental Health Threats.  LTC Jones, ODASA (ESOH), stated that the Headquarters Department of Army Force Health Protection policy became effective 27 June 2001.  Major Army Commands will develop implementation plans.  The Army Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations will consolidate these into an Army plan.  A copy of the policy can be downloaded from the website http://www.usapa.army.mil/pdffiles/l1_011.pdf.


10. MHS (DOEHRS/TMIP) Dependancies.  Mr. Resta discussed the relationships and schedules between the Defense Medical Logistics Standard Support (DMLSS) System, http://peo.hirs.osd.mil/peo/peodmlss.html, the Composite Health Care System II (CHCS II), http://citpo.ha.osd.mil/projects/chcsii/chcsii-main.htm, the Theater Medical Information Program (TMIP), http://peo.hirs.osd.mil/peo/peotmip.html, and the Defense Occupational and Environmental Health Readiness System (DOEHRS), http://citpo.ha.osd.mil/projects/doehrs/doehrs-main.htm.  The JESWG can affect the processes at the Theater Function steering committee, the service CIOs, and the MHS steering committee.

11. OEHS Action Plan Review.  Dr. Bratt, LMI, provided a discussion of LMI’s review of the action plan.  Many of the sections, goals, and objectives require JESWG review and a designation of who is the responsible party for action.  The JESWG Chair requested the membership review the action plan at the task level and respond with recommended changes.  In addition, the JESWG Chair requested the membership individually prioritize the tasks.  The priority categories are 1 (high), 2 (medium), and 3 (low).   Responses are due by 30 September 2001.  (Action 7).  In addition, Mr. Resta will send out the latest version of the Joint Service Instruction (JSI) for comment.  (Action 8).  Comments on the JSI are due by 1 November 2001.

12. TG 230 Status Update.  Ms. Veronique Hauschild, USACHPPM, provided an update on Technical Guide 230 (TG-230).  The guide now contains all the information contained in TG-230 A &B.  The guide discusses risk as different levels of acceptable risk such as:

· Survivable.

· Mild short-term effects.

· Increased risk of delayed but potentially permanent effects.

She said assessors should consider chemical hazards/risks on a relative scale to other hazards/risks encountered on the battlefield or during deployed operations.  Ms. Hauschild also discussed the use of TG-248 in assessing chemical risk for deployed operations.  Both TG-248 and TG-230 can be accessed at http://chppm-www.apgea.army.mil/desp. The JESWG will review TG-230 after the USACHPPM review has been completed.  (Action 9).  The JESWG Chair requested Ms. Hauschild develop a ‘Tri-Services Train-the-Trainer Workshop’ on the use of TG-230 and TG-248.  (Action 10). 
 
13. U.S. Army Operational Concept for FHP in a Global Environment.  LTC Stokes, USAMEDD C&S, provided a presentation on the Army’s concept for force health protection in a global environment.

14. Requesting OEH Intelligence Products.  Cpt Ireland, AFMIC, provided a briefing on the intelligence service offer by the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (AFMIC).  He also discussed how users could request these services and how to access information on AFMIC’s websites.

15. OSAGWI update.  Mr. Shaughnessy provided an update concerning the mission and actions of the Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses (OSAGWI).  The mission of OSAGWI is to advise the Under Secretary of Defense – Personnel & Readiness on force health issues such as:

· Identification of deployment force health protection data.

· Identification of operational stress interventions.

· Sensitize CINC commanders to risk management of non-traditional health threats.

· Proactive communication with those who deploy, their family members, and the U.S. public.

· Respond to health concerns raised by the Veterans Administration, the media, or those involved in deployments.

The OSAGWI also maintains a web page at http://www.gulflink.osd.mil that provides information on Gulf War Illness, Medical Readiness, and Military Deployments.  The DEPSECDEF memorandum dated 5 April 2001 assigned OSAGWI to the USD (P&D).  The probable new name is OSA-Deployment Health.

16. International Task Force 40 (ITF40) – Toxic Industrial Chemicals (TICs) – Operational and Medical Concerns.  Mr. Resta, U.S. representative on ITF40, stated the task force’s objective was to develop appropriate tools to identify, assess, and prioritize TICs; review, revise, and validate ITF25; and use ITF40 as a precursor to threat assessment.  The ITF40 has performed a first level screening and prioritization of over 2500 industrial chemicals. 

17. Toxicity Risk Characterization Database.  Mr. Legg, LMI, provided a briefing on the toxicity risk characterization database being developed by the USACHPPM’s Health Effects Assessment Program.  The database will include approximately 500 chemicals with representative toxicity endpoints from irritation to IDLH values as well as modes of action for the chemicals.

18. Meeting Wrap-up and Adjournment.  Mr. Resta reviewed the action items and provided emphasis for actions that require completion before the next JESWG meeting.  The next JESWG meeting is tentatively scheduled for 1 November at Langley AFB.  The meeting adjourned 12:00 hours, 24 August 01.
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Attachment 1

JESWG Meeting Attendees, 23-24 August 2001

	Name
	Organization
	Phone Number
	e-mail

	John Resta
	USACHPPM
	410-436-5244
	John_Resta@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Dr. Art Lee
	USACHPPM (DESP)
	410-436-8171
	Arthur.Lee@apg.amedd.army.mil

	COL Steve Richards
	18th MEDCOM
	011-822-7916-3039
	Steve-richards@Kor.amedd.army.mil

	CDR Alan Phillippi
	NEHC-OCCMED
	757-462-5608
	Phillipp1a@nehc.med.navy.mil

	Dr. Gary M. Bratt
	LMI
	410-638-2082
	Gbratt@lmi.org

	CDR Brian Murphy
	NEHC-Prev. Med.
	757-462-5514
	Murphyb@nehc.med.navy.mil

	Capt Steve Gaboriault
	USAFSAM
	210-536-1947
	Stephen.gaboriault@brooks.af.mil

	Bill Shaughnessy
	OSAGWIMRMD
	703-681-1081 x158
	Wshaughn@gwillness.osd.mil

	LTC Don Archibald
	MRMC, RAD III
	301-619-7376
	Donald.archibald@amedd.army.mil

	Mr. Don Lowe
	USAF Force Protection Battlelab
	210-671-1954
	Donald.lowe@lackland.af.mil

	William E. Legg
	LMI
	615-451-6442
	Wlegg@lmi.org

	MAJ Don Lundy
	AMEDDC&S
	210-221-8833
	Donald.lundy@cen.amedd.army.mil

	Col Craig Postlewaite
	MVHCB
	202-565-5434
	Craig.postlewaite@hq.med.va.gov

	Maj Jeff Gillen 
	J-4/MRD
	703-693-5101
	Jeffreygillen@js.pentagon.mil

	Maj Jeff Stinson 
	AFIERA
	210-536-4674
	Jeffrey.stinson@brooks.af.mil

	LTC Carl Stokes
	DCDD AMEDD
	210-295-0308
	Carlheinz.stokes@amedd.army.mil

	LTC Steve Jones
	ODASA (ESOH)
	703-697-0440
	Steven.jones@hqda.army.mil

	Sam Dunston
	USACHPPM
	410-436-3502
	Samuel.dunston@apg.amedd.army.mil

	LtCol Dave Gibson
	AFIERA
	210-536-1503
	David.gibson@brooks.af.mil

	CPT Mark Ireland
	AFMIC
	301-619-3865
	Mireland@detrick.army.mil

	COL Wren Walters
	AMEDDC&S
	210-221-2932
	Wren.walters@amedd.army.mil

	Veronique Hauschild
	USACHPPM
	410-436-5213
	Veronique.Hauschild@apg.amedd.army.mil

	COL Larry Lynch
	AMEDDC&S
	210-221-6175
	Larry.lynch@cen.amedd.army.mil


Attachment 2

JESWG Action Items

· Action 1, OEHS White Paper – JESWG to develop and define position concerning contractors on the battlefield.

· The JESWG will review lines 93 and 172-176 and define/develop position on contractors on the battlefield.

· Dr. Lee will work with a subgroup of the JESWG to define/develop the position statement.

· The JESWG Chair will coordinate with appropriate working groups to ensure JESWG position is considered for incorporation into necessary documents.

· Action person – Dr. Lee, USACHPPM.

· Suspense – As soon as possible to facilitate final draft of OEHS White Paper.


· Action 2, OEHS White Paper – JESWG to submit OEHS White Paper to JPMPG as soon as possible.

· JESWG Chair provides final draft OEHS White Paper to JPMPG.

· Action person – JESWG Chair and LMI.

· Suspense – To be determined.


· Action 3, OEHS White Paper Comments. 

· LMI/Dr. Lee will provide OEHS White Paper to individual reviewers. 

· Action persons – JESWG Chair, JESWG members, LMI, Dr. Lee.

· Suspense – 12 October 2001 for individual reviewer response to Dr Lee on incorporation of their comments into White Paper. 

· Action 4, JESWG Draft Charter.

· JESWG members to review draft charter and provide e-mail comments by October 2001 to Mr. Legg at wlegg@lmi.org.
· Mr. Legg to provide second draft of charter to JESWG by 19 October 2001.

· Action persons – JESWG members, Mr. Legg.

· Suspense – 12 October 2001 for comments to Mr. Legg.  Second draft to JESWG - 19 October 2001


· Action 5, Navy Presents Briefing on Their OEHS Training Curriculum.

· Navy personnel present briefing at next JESWG meeting concerning how they incorporate OEHS into their training curriculum.

· Action person - JESWG Navy representative.

· Suspense – Briefing presented at next JESWG meeting, 1 November 01.


· Action 6, Future JESWG Meeting Dedicated to IM/IT.

· The JESWG will hold a future meeting to discuss IM/IT for purposes of developing a position paper on the IM/IT impact on DOEHS activities.

·  Action person – JESWG Chair.

· Suspense – 1 November 01.


· Action 7, JESWG Member Review OEHS Action Plan.

· The JESWG member must review the OEHS Action plan at the task level and provide comments with recommended changes.  The review must also include their individual prioritization of tasks (1 (high), 2 (medium), and 3 (low)) in the designated priority column of the plan.

· Action persons – JESWG members.

· Suspense – 30 September 01.


· Action 8, Joint Service Instruction.

· The JESWG members will review and comment on the latest version of the Joint Service Instruction.

· Action persons – JESWG Chair, JESWG Members.

· Suspense – 1 November 01. 


· Action 9, TG-230 Review.

· The JESWG will review and comment on TG-230 after USACHPPM has completed its internal review.

· Action person – Ms. Hauschild, USACHPPM.

· Suspense – To be determined 


· Action 10, Develop Tri-Service Train-The-Trainer Workshop on TG-230 and TG-248 Use.

· The USACHPPM will develop a train-the-trainer tri-service workshop concerning use of TG-230 and TG-248.

· Action person – Ms. Hauschild, USACHPPM.

· Suspense – To be determined.
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