OPTICAL INSERT PROGRAM

August 2001


1.  AUTHORITY:  AR 50-6



   DA PAM 40-8



   DA PAM 40-173

2.  PREPARATION:


A.  An individual will not be assigned to or maintained in a position requiring access to chemical surety materiel if the person--has poor visual acuity requiring the use of glasses, but does not have mask lens inserts.  DA PAM 40-8, 2-4C(2), DA PAM 40-173, 2-4C(2)

B.  Determine near and distant visual acuity, pupillary reactivity and, for workers over age 35, intraocular pressure.  DA PAM 40-8, B-1,c(4), DA PAM 40-173, B-1,c(4)


1.  Both near and distant visual acuity must be 20/40 or better in at least one eye.  DA PAM 40-8, B-1,c(4)(a), DA PAM 40-173, B-1,c(4)(a)


2.  Corrective lenses will be ordered before the individual's placement in the workplace.  DA PAM 40-8, B-1,c(4)(b), DA PAM 40-173, B-1,c(4)(b)


3.  Individuals working in eye hazardous areas will be issued protective eye wear meeting ANSI Z87.1 standards.  DA PAM 40-8, B-1,c(4)(c), DA PAM 40-173, B-1,c(4)(c)


4.  Workers will be instructed on the importance of wearing protective eyewear and the proper use of these items. DA PAM 40-8, B-1,c(4)(d), and  2-4c(2), DA PAM 40-173, B-1,c(4)(d)

C.  Workers may not wear contact lenses under the respirator in areas where potential exposure to mustard/nerve agent exists.  DA PAM 40-173, 2-4d(1), DA PAM 40-8, 2-4d(1)

D.  Infrequent visitors wearing contact lenses must be accompanied by an escort.  DA PAM 40-173, 2-4d(2), DA PAM 40-8, 2-4d(2)

E.  Optical inserts are procured IAW the criteria in AR 40-3, 4-20 and AR 40-63, table 1-1. DA PAM 40-8, 2-4c(1), DA PAM 40-173, 2-4c(1)


F.  The IMA or designated contract physician may make (recommend to certifying official) exceptions to issuing a protective mask without inserts on an individual basis.  DA PAM 40-8, 2-4c(2), DA PAM 40-173, 2-4c(2)
