SAFE TOYS AND GIFTS MONTH

     With the holiday season just around the corner, (Your Organization) is helping PREVENT BLINDNESS AMERICA teach gift givers how to choose toys that are safe for children.  “Too many people don’t know what safety features to look for when purchasing toys,” says (Your Name).  “That’s one reason why toys now rank as the number one cause of eye injuries in children.”

     Last year more than 14,000 toy eye injuries were reported in hospital emergency rooms.  The actual number may be higher because the statistic does not include injuries treated at outpatient clinics or private doctor’s offices.  Ninety percent of these eye accidents are preventable.

     The right toy can help children develop imagination and coordination.  An inappropriate toy can do more harm than good.  While many toy manufacturers follow mandatory and voluntary safety guidelines for their products, a few do not.  Your challenge is to find a toy the child will love and one that you know is safe.

     How do you select a safe toy for that special someone?  It can be an easy task if gift givers keep the following tips in mind:

· Avoid toys that shoot projectiles or include parts that fly off.  BB guns, slingshots and even water guns are dangerous because they invite children to target other youngsters.

· Inspect toys for sound construction.  Products given to young children should be made of durable materials with no sharp edges or points.  Toys should also withstand impact.

· Avoid giving toys with small parts to young children.  These youngsters tend to put items in their mouths, increasing their risk of choking.  

· Read instructions carefully and follow suggested age levels.  Is the item appropriate for the child’s ability and age?  Age labeling is provided not just for developmental reasons, but for safety reasons as well.

· Look for the letters ASTM.  This indicates that the product meets the national safety standards set by the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM).

     Once the gift is purchased, keep the child’s safety in mind by explaining how to use the toy.  Repair or throw away damaged toys and don’t let the child misuse them in ways that could be dangerous.  Keep toys intended for older children away from the younger ones.

     Dangerous toys often look harmless, so inspect all toys before purchasing. Your child’s holiday shouldn’t begin in the emergency room. Choosing safe toys takes time, but it is time well spent.  Help keep the holidays safe for children. 

For a FREE copy of “Tips for Choosing Safe Toys,” call PREVENT BLINDNESS AMERICA at 1-800-331-2020.
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