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NARR/REF A IS THE MANUAL OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT (NAVMED P117).

REF B IS THE REFRACTIVE SURGERY POLICY IN THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

FOR NEW ACCESSIONS.  REF C IS THE PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY POLICY

FOR DIVING PROGRAMS INCLUDING SPECIAL OPERATIONS.  REF D IS THE 1997

NAVY AEROMEDICAL REFERENCE AND WAIVER GUIDE.  REF E IS DOD PHYSICAL

STANDARDS FOR APPOINTMENT, ENLISTMENT AND INDUCTION.//
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RMKS/1. THIS MSG SUPERCEDES BUMED MSG 291330Z SEP 99.

2. BACKGROUND.  CORNEAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY IS A SURGICAL

TREATMENT FOR ABNORMAL VISUAL ACUITY.  THERE ARE PRESENTLY FOUR

SURGICAL PROCEDURES: RADIAL KERATOTOMY (RK), PHOTOREFRACTIVE

KERATECTOMY (PRK), LASER IN SITU KERATOMILEUSIS (LASIK), AND

INTRA-CORNEAL RING IMPLANTS (ICR).  CIVILIAN EYE SPECIALISTS

ARE PERFORMING ALL PROCEDURES, BUT LASIK IS CURRENTLY THE MOST

COMMON.  RK HAS BEEN ASSESSED BY NAVY OPHTHALMOLOGISTS AND DOES

NOT PRODUCE STABLE VISUAL CORRECTION IN OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS.

PRK INVOLVES NO SURGICAL INCISIONS, BUT RATHER A SERIES OF FINE

LASER ABLATIONS, RE-SCULPTING THE CORNEA.  PRK HAS BEEN

EXTENSIVELY STUDIED BY THE NAVY AND IS CURRENTLY NAVY'S

PROCEDURE OF CHOICE.  OPTIMAL RESULTS OCCUR IN A PERSON WHO IS

AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD, HAS A STABLE REFRACTION, MILD TO MODERATE

NEARSIGHTEDNESS OR FARSIGHTEDNESS, AND MILD TO MODERATE

ASTIGMATISM.

3. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROMULGATE CURRENT CORNEAL

REFRACTIVE SURGERY PHYSICAL STANDARDS AND WAIVER POLICIES FOR

ACTIVE DUTY AND RESERVE COMMUNITIES TO INCLUDE ALL NEW GENERAL

ACCESSIONS, UNDERSEA/DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE, SURFACE WARFARE,

AND AIR WARFARE.

4. GENERAL ACCESSIONS.  PER REFERENCE (E) ALL FORMS OF CORNEAL

REFRACTIVE SURGERY ARE DISQUALIFYING FOR NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS

DUTY.  REFERENCES (A) AND (B) ESTABLISH PHYSICAL STANDARDS AND

WAIVER PROCESS GUIDELINES FOR INDIVIDUALS APPLYING FOR

APPOINTMENT, ENLISTMENT, AND INDUCTION INTO THE U.S. NAVY AND

U.S. MARINE CORPS FOR ACTIVE DUTY AND RESERVES.  CORNEAL

REFRACTIVE SURGERY WAIVER REQUESTS ARE CONSIDERED ON A CASE

BY CASE BASIS.  WAIVERS FOR RK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

WAIVERS FOR PRK AND LASIK WILL BE CONSIDERED.  WAIVER

REQUESTS FOR APPLICANTS TO SPECIAL DUTY COMMUNITIES

(UNDERSEA/DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE, SURFACE WARFARE, AND

AVIATION WARFARE) MUST BE EVALUATED AND RECOMMENDED FOR

APPROVAL BY THOSE COMMUNITIES.

5. UNDERSEA/DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE.  REFERENCE (C) IS SUPERSEDED

BY THIS MESSAGE.

(A) FOR SUBMARINE DUTY: THE FOLLOWING INTERIM CHANGE TO CHAPTER

15, ARTICLE 15-69, PARAGRAPH (2)(B), OF REFERENCE (A) IS

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

(2)(B)(3) ALL FORMS OF CORNEAL SURGERY ARE DISQUALIFYING EXCEPT

FOR PRK AND LASIK.  CANDIDATES FOR ENTRY INTO SUBMARINE DUTY

MUST HAVE AT LEAST A THREE-MONTH WAITING PERIOD FOLLOWING THEIR

MOST RECENT PRK OR LASIK SURGERY PRIOR TO THEIR QUALIFYING

EXAMINATION FOR SUBMARINE DUTY.  RETURN TO FULL DUTY

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PERSONNEL ALREADY QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES

OR ASSIGNED PERMANENT DUTY TO SUBMARINES WILL BE CONSIDERED WHEN

RECOMMENDED BY AN OPHTHALMOLOGIST OR OPTOMETRIST AND AN UNDERSEA

MEDICAL OFFICER.  PERSONNEL MUST RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION FROM THEIR

COMMANDING OFFICER PRIOR TO PRK OR LASIK SURGERY. THIS PROVISION

DOES NOT PERTAIN TO NEW ACCESSIONS TO ACTIVE OR RESERVE DUTY, WHO

MUST COMPLY WITH REFERENCE (B).

(B) FOR DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE DUTY: THE FOLLOWING INTERIM CHANGE

TO CHAPTER 15, ARTICLE 15-66, PARAGRAPH (2)(C)(6) OF REFERENCE (A)

IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

(2)(C)(6) EXCIMER LASER PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY (PRK) IS NOT

DISQUALIFYING FOR DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE DUTY.  ALL OTHER FORMS

OF CORNEAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY, INCLUDING RADIAL KERATOTOMY(RK)

AND LASER IN SITU KERATOMILEUSIS (LASIK), ARE DISQUALIFYING AND

WAIVER RECOMMENDATIONS WILL NORMALLY NOT BE CONSIDERED.

CANDIDATES FOR ENTRY INTO DIVING DUTY, INCLUDING SPECIAL

OPERATIONS AND SPECIAL WARFARE, MUST HAVE A THREE-MONTH WAITING

PERIOD FOLLOWING THEIR MOST RECENT CORNEAL SURGERY PRIOR TO THEIR

QUALIFYING EXAMINATION. AN OPHTHALMOLOGIST OR OPTOMETRIST AND AN

UNDERSEA MEDICAL OFFICER WILL DETERMINE WHEN DESIGNATED DIVING

AND SPECIAL WARFARE PERSONNEL MAY RETURN TO FULL DUTY FOLLOWING

CORNEAL SURGERY.  PERSONNEL ELECTING PRK MUST RECEIVE

AUTHORIZATION FROM THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER PRIOR TO THE SURGERY.

THIS PROVISION DOES NOT PERTAIN TO NEW ACCESSIONS TO ACTIVE OR

RESERVE DUTY, WHO MUST COMPLY WITH REFERENCE (B).

6. SURFACE WARFARE  ALL FORMS OF CORNEAL SURGERY ARE

DISQUALIFYING EXCEPT PRK AND LASIK.  PERSONNEL MUST RECEIVE

AUTHORIZATION FROM THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER PRIOR TO CORNEAL

SURGERY.  FOLLOWING CORNEAL SURGERY, RETURN TO FULL DUTY

RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR PERSONNEL BEING EXAMINED

FOR SURFACE WARFARE QUALIFICATION, QUALIFIED SURFACE WARFARE, OR

ASSIGNED PERMANENT SHIP DUTY WHEN CLEARED BY AN OPHTHALMOLOGIST

OR OPTOMETRIST AND THE SHIP'S SENIOR MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

REPRESENTATIVE.  SUFFICIENT POST OPERATIVE CONVALESCENT TIME

MUST HAVE ELAPSED AS EVIDENCED BY STABLE REFRACTIVE ERROR

DEMONSTRATED BY TWO SEPARATE EXAMINATIONS PERFORMED AT LEAST ONE

MONTH APART FOR THIS CONSIDERATION TO BE MADE.  THIS PROVISION

DOES NOT PERTAIN TO NEW ACCESSIONS TO ACTIVE DUTY WHO MUST

COMPLY WITH REFERENCE (B).

7. AIR WARFARE. ALL FORMS OF CORNEAL SURGERY ARE DISQUALIFYING.

PRK IS THE ONLY PROCEDURE THAT WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR WAIVER.

(A) AIR WARFARE NEW ACCESSION APPLICANTS HAVING HAD PRK

(CIVILIANS, NROTC, AND NAVAL ACADEMY, AND ENLISTED ACCESSIONS)

MAY BE WAIVERED FOR AVIATION DUTY IF THEY MEET ALL THE FOLLOWING

CRITERIA:

         A. ACCEPTED INTO A NAVY APPROVED PRK STUDY PROTOCOL

FOR LONG TERM FOLLOW-UP.

         B. PRE-PRK REFRACTIVE ERROR WAS LESS THAN OR EQUAL

TO PLUS OR MINUS 5.50 (TOTAL) DIOPTERS IN ANY MERIDIAN WITH

LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO PLUS OR MINUS 3.00 DIOPTERS OF CYLINDER

AND ANISOMETROPIA LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.50 DIOPTERS.

         C. CIVILIAN APPLICANTS MUST PROVIDE DETAILED

PRE-OPERATIVE, OPERATIVE, AND POST-OPERATIVE PRK FOLLOW-UP

RECORDS PRIOR TO ACCEPTANCE INTO A NAVY APPROVED PRK STUDY.

         D. AT LEAST THREE MONTHS HAVE ELAPSED SINCE SURGERY OR

RE-TREATMENT AND EVIDENCE OF STABLE REFRACTIVE ERROR IS

DEMONSTRATED BY TWO SEPARATE EXAMINATIONS PERFORMED AT LEAST

ONE MONTH APART.

         E. MEET ALL OTHER APPLICANT ENTRANCE CRITERIA AS

DELINEATED IN REFERENCES (A) AND (D) AND AS SPECIFIED BY

APPROVED AVIATION PRK STUDY PROTOCOLS.

(B) DESIGNATED NAVAL AVIATION PERSONNEL (FLYING CLASS ONE,

FLYING CLASS TWO, AND CLASS THREE DESIGNATED ENLISTED AIRCREW

 AND FLIGHT DECK PERSONNEL), UPON APPROVAL BY THEIR COMMANDING

OFFICERS, MAY SEEK ACCEPTANCE INTO A NAVY PRK AVIATION STUDY

PROTOCOL INVOLVING ACTUAL PRK SURGERY. A WAIVER TO RETURN TO

FLIGHT DUTIES WILL BE RECOMMENDED IF THEY MEET ALL STUDY

REQUIREMENTS AND ALL OTHER PHYSICAL STANDARDS AS DELINEATED

IN REFERENCES (A) AND (D).

PERSONNEL ELECTING THE SURGERY MUST RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION FROM

THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER PRIOR TO THE PROCEDURE.

8. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONCERNING CORNEAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY

AND PRK IN THE NAVY/MARINE CORPS, GO TO

HTTP:DOUBLESLASHNAVYMEDICINE.MED.NAVY.MIL.DOUBLESLASH

9. POCS ARE:

A. FOR GENERAL ACCESSIONS: L. GRUBB/CDR/MED-25 /TEL:COM 202

762-3482/TEL: DSN 762

B. FOR UNDERSEA/DIVING/SPECIAL WARFARE: J MURRAY/CAPT/MED-21/

TEL: COM 202 762-3449/TEL: DSN 762

C. FOR SURFACE WARFARE: J. MONTGOMERY/CAPT/MED-22

/TEL: COM 202 762-3466/TEL: DSN 762

D. FOR AIR WARFARE: C. BARKER/CAPT/BUMED-23B/TEL: COM 202

762-3451/TEL: DSN 762

E.  FOR RESERVES: T. WOLFKILL/LT/BUMED-07A/TEL: COM 202-762-3418/

TEL: DSN 762

10. RETAIN COPY OF THIS MESSAGE UNTIL APPLICABLE CHANGES ARE

MADE IN REFERENCE (A) OR ARE SUPERSEDED BY FUTURE CHANGES.

11. EMAILS ARE:

A. LKGRUBB@US.MED.NAVY.MIL

B. JWMURRAY@US.MED.NAVY.MIL

C. JRMONTGOMERY@US.MED.NAVY.MIL

D. COBARKER@US.MED.NAVY.MIL

E. TJWOLFKILL@US.MED.NAVY.MIL

12. VADM R.A. NELSON, NAVY SURGEON GENERAL SENDS.//
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