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Hearing Conservation Coding Guideline Series

Positive STS Assessment Coding Guideline

Introduction

The following coding guideline is furnished in an attempt to standardize the positive significant threshold shift (STS) outcome metrics obtained from data entered into the Ambulatory Data Module (ADM).  When providers/coders apply this coding guideline consistently across the Hearing Conservation Programs (HCPs) of the Military Health System, the data obtained for analysis from the central Executive Information/Decision Support (EI/DS) repositories will have the same meaning across the enterprise.  

The coding guideline is presented in two formats: a graphic adapted from a published journal reference and tables of outcome metrics derived from this same paper.  The explanatory notes re: use of the graphic and tables for coding STS assessment encounters are included with each.  

It is anticipated that some of the ICD-9 codes will be changing once approved extensions to some of the codes are loaded to the Composite Healthcare System (CHCS) tables.  When the changed codes are uploaded, updated coding guidelines will be posted.  

Currently some of the ICD-9 codes used for hearing conservation already have approved extensions in place.  An example of the form these modified codes appear in would be “V70.5  2”.  The 2 is one of the authorized extensions to the root code V70.5.  Once extensions are added to ICD-9 codes the root codes can no longer be used.  

The ICD code V70.5 has already had extenders assigned by the Unified Bio-statistical Utility (UBU) working group as follows:

   V70.5       Health Examination of Defined Subpopulations (root code with no extender code, can no longer be used; the following must be used)

   V70.5_ _0         Armed Forces

   V70.5_ _1         Aviation examinations

   V70.5_ _2         Periodic prevention examinations

   V70.5_ _3         Occupational Examinations

   V70.5_ _4         Predeployment Prevention Examinations

   V70.5_ _5         During Deployment Prevention





 Examinations

   V70.5_ _6         Post Deployment Prevention





 Examinations

   V70.5_ _7         Fitness for Duty

   V70.5_ _8         Accession Examinations

   V70.5_ _9         Termination Examinations

The appropriate Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes will be determined by the services provided within the provider’s scope of practice.  DoD and local policy will determine the appropriate CPT evaluation and management (CPT EM) codes for individual providers to apply, again based on the provider’s scope of practice.  

CPT Procedure codes (ADM allows up to 5)

92552     Pure tone air only individual

92559     Pure tone air only group  (For groups CPT 92552 &



 92559 are both used together)

92596     Earplug fit/attenuation check

92599     Otoscopic exam

99070     Earplug Issue

99071     Health education materials

99078     Group health education/ear plug fit

99090     Computer data analysis record history, 



earplug fit information, or 



record re-established reference

Comments or questions should be directed to the Hearing Conservation Coding Guideline Project POC at CHPPM: 

Dr. Tom Helfer, phone DSN 584-3797 or COMM 410-436-3797, or by email at Thomas.Helfer@apg.amedd.army.mil.  
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This figure is the annotated Figure 3 from 

Helfer, T., Shields, A., and Gates, K. (2000). Outcomes Analysis for Hearing Conservation Programs. American Journal of Audiology. 9 (2), 75-83.

This figure depicts the annotated clinical path for assessment of significant threshold shift (STS).  It is an attempt to show providers and coders the appropriate codes to apply for each encounter along the path based on the outcomes occurring at the time of each encounter.  The outcomes are displayed as International Classification of Disease 9th revision with clinical modification (ICD-9CM).

It restricts the range of ICD-9CM codes only to those that apply to the scope of practice of operators of the DOEHRS HC equipment supporting the HCP.  That is, it includes only the codes leading up to the referral to the Audiology clinic.  The Audiology clinic comes under a separate set of coding and clinical practice guidelines.  

Table of Positive STS Assessment Codes With Explanations

	ICD-9-CM
	Extension approved
	Description
	Comments

	388.10
	 
	Noise effects on inner ear, unspecified
	Root Code interpreted as STS until authorized extensions implemented

	388.12
	 
	Noise-induced hearing loss
	Interpret as permanent threshold shift after follow-up & confirmation by Audiology

	388.12
	
	s/a
	Used w/ CPT 99090 to show re-established reference

	
	
	ICD-9  “V”  codes
	

	V72.1
	 
	Examination of ears and hearing
	Root Code

	V70.5_ _2
	*
	Periodic prevention examinations
	Used w/ V72.1 to show periodic HC audio and follow-up (follow up is indicated by later date than periodic)

	V70.5_ _9
	*
	Termination Examinations
	Used with V72.1 to show termination examinations (DD2216 purpose=3)

	V70.5_ _8         
	*
	Accession Examinations
	Used with V72.1 to show reference audiogram (DD2215 purpose=1 or 2)


Positive STS Assessment Coding Guideline Table

	ICD-9-CM
	CPT
	Encounter Description
	Comments

	V72.1

V70.5_ _2
	92552

92599

99070

99071


	S: Periodic audiogram 

A: with no change in hearing

P: RTC for periodic next year


	Code only CPT codes for services actually performed and documented

	388.10

V72.1

V70.5_ _2
	92552 

92599

99070

99071
	S: Periodic audiogram 

A: with STS

P: RTC for follow-up (f/u)


	F/u w/ STS would be coded same way w/ only CPT 92552. 

If STS resolves on follow-up code only V72.1 w/ V70.5_ _2

	388.12
	99090 
	Re-establish reference (DD2215 purpose =3)
	Interpret as permanent threshold shift after follow-up & confirmation by Audiology


The STS assessment table shows the alternative coding patterns for given outcomes of the various encounters associated with assessment of STS.  It restricts the range of ICD-9CM and CPT codes only to those that apply to the scope of practice of operators of the DOEHRS HC equipment supporting the HCP.  

That is, it includes only the codes leading up to the referral to the Audiology clinic.  The Audiology clinic comes under a separate set of coding and clinical practice guidelines.  
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