FAQ

Date:  January 03

Subject:  Portable Space Heaters


Q.  The Life Safety Code states that portable space heaters are prohibited in hospitals. Is there also a written exception, and does the exception include the admissions and business offices? Also, what types of portable heaters are the safest? 

A.  The Life Safety Code is a little stricter in this regard in that 19.7.8 (2000 LSC) states that portable space-heating devices shall be prohibited in all health care occupancies, so the restriction does extend beyond hospitals. And yes, there is an exception in that portable space-heating devices shall be permitted to be used in non-sleeping staff and employee areas where the heating elements of such devices do not exceed 212 degrees F." In most organizations, admissions and business offices may be classified as non-sleeping staff and employee areas. 

When deciding the safest type of heater for your area:  

· Select a space heater with a guard around the heating element (I know you're not going to get one with a flame) 

· Choose a model that has an automatic safety switch that turns the unit off if it is tipped over accidentally 

· Choose a model that has been tested and certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory 

· Choose a model that is the correct size for the area you want to heat 

Some additional tips for the safe use of space heaters can be found in the Consumer Product Safety Council's publication "What You Should Know About Space Heaters," which can be found in .pdf format on the CPSC website at http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml02/02083.html 
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