FAQ

Date:  January 03

Subject:  Size E Oxygen Cylinders

Effective immediately, the JCAHO is referencing Chapter 9 of the 2002 edition of NFPA 99, Healthcare Facilities regarding the storage of compressed gas cylinders outside of fire protected areas.  No more than 300 cubic feet of nonflammable compressed gases that are determined necessary for immediate use may be stored in a single unprotected area.    

Because the average size “E” cylinder contains 25 cubic feet of gas, no more than 12 size “E” cylinders may be stored in the same unprotected area.  Also, since the average size “H” cylinder contains 250 cubic feet of gas, no more than one “H” cylinder and two size “E” cylinders may be stored in the same unprotected area.

