Q. WHAT ARE THE FIELD DANGERS OF OIL FIRES?

· Breathing in smoke 

· Breathing in gases and fumes

· Getting burned by oil

· Darkness under smoke cloud

· Thick black fog

· Intense heat

· Fire suddenly getting bigger

· Infrared imagers won’t work well

Q. WHAT POLLUTANTS ARE IN THE SMOKE FROM THE FIRES?

· Soot/Particles in the air

· Gases

· Carbon dioxide

· Carbon monoxide

· Sulfur dioxide

· Nitrogen oxides

· Volatile organic compounds (i.e. Benzene)

· Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

· Hydrogen sulfide

· Acidic gases (i.e. Sulfuric acid) 
Q. WHAT ARE THE SHORT-TERM (IMMEDIATE) HEALTH EFFECTS OF OIL FIRE EXPOSURE?

The greatest health effects come from breathing in particles from the fire. Large particles settle in the nose and sinuses.  Smaller particles can settle in the lungs.  Exposure to these particles can cause:

· Skin Irritation

· Runny nose*

· Cough*

*Do not be alarmed if mucous is black.  This means that the mucous is doing its job and trapping particles before they go into your lungs.
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SHORT-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS (CONTINUED)

· Shortness of breath

· Irritated eyes, nose, throat

· Aggravation of sinus and Asthma conditions

Q. WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM HEALTH EFFECTS OF OIL WELL FIRE EXPOSURE?

There does not appear to be any long-term health effects of oil well fire exposure.  There is a slight chance that you could develop asthma from exposure, but this is not proven.

Q. WHAT CAN I DO TO PROTECT MYSELF FROM THE EFFECTS OF OIL FIRES?

Obviously, the best thing to do would be to avoid burning fields, trenches and facilities.  If this is not possible…

· Avoid smoke plumes when possible

· Stay upwind of burning wells

· Use protective gear and M-40 mask

· Avoid contact with oil and oil spray

· Wash often to clean yourself of soil and soot (you can use sand to clean skin and clothing)

· Button up tanks and vehicles

For more information and to download this brochure go to:  chppm-www.apgea.army.mil 

In theater information available
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Q. WHAT IS AN OIL WELL?

An oil well is a large device that removes oil from under the ground. The oil that is removed from the ground is usually stored and refined near the wells.  Oil can be stored in tanks or in trenches dug into the ground.

Q. WHAT TYPES OF OIL WELLS AND STORAGE DEVICES MIGHT I FIND IN THE FIELD?

· Oil well with intact head

· Oil well with blown head (spews oil)

· Storage tanks and refineries that are intact 

· Storage tanks and refineries that are ruptured

· Oil filled trenches
Q. HOW DO I KNOW IF I’M NEAR AN OIL WELL OR STORAGE CONTAINER?

Intact wellhead
· Pipes and valves

· Sand bags

Blown wellhead

· Violent jet and spray of oil

· Pools of oil

· Rotten egg (sulphur) smell

Ruptured storage tanks and refineries

· Pools of oil

· Oily smell and fumes

Oil filled trenches

· Oily smell
· Rotten egg (sulphur) smell
Q. WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF OIL WELLS AND CONTAINERS?
Intact wellhead

· Undetonated charges which may explode

Blown wellhead

· Sudden ignition of oil

· Oil spray

· Toxic gases and fumes

· Projectiles from well head

· Discharging weapons may ignite oil and gas

Ruptured storage tanks/refineries and oil filled trenches

· Sudden ignition of oil

· Oil fumes

Q. WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I COME ACROSS AN OIL WELL OR CONTAINER?
Ideally, the best thing to do is to avoid the well or container.  If this is not possible…

Intact wellhead

· Avoid the well head

Blown wellhead

· Avoid the well head

· Avoid oil spray

· Remove any oil from yourself with soap and water 

· Put on M-40 mask and evacuate upwind.  
· Use oil fire gas detection equipment if available
· In some situations it is necessary to set the well or gas on fire.  ONLY DO THIS IF YOU ARE ORDERED TO!

Ruptured storage tanks and refineries

· Avoid

Oil filled trenches

· Proceed cautiously
Q. WHAT IS AN OIL FIRE?
An oil fire occurs when oil being pumped or stored is set on fire.  There are three types of oil fires.

· Burning trench

· Burning storage tank

· Blown well head

Q. HOW CAN I TELL IF OIL IS ON FIRE?
No matter what type of oil fire, you will notice:

· A wall of fire

· A wall of black smoke

· A sulfur-oily smell

· Reduced light and/or visibility

· Intense heat near fire

In addition, each type of oil fire has its own signs. These are:

Burning trench

· Smoke and fire at ground level

Burning storage tank

· Burning pools of oil around tanks

Blown well head

· Intense blowtorch fire from wellheads
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