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Sample Safety SOP For Maintenance Of The 

AN/VSS-1 Searchlight

Note: this SOP should be tailored for individual applications and unit requirements.
The AN/VSS-1 searchlight can cause irreparable blindness if used improperly.  Exposure of the eye to either the direct beam or a beam reflected from a flat mirror-like surface can cause an injury to the unprotected eye.  The following control measures will prevent hazardous exposure during searchlight operations in the maintenance shop:


A.  Maintenance personnel shall periodically read and shall always follow this safety SOP.


B.  Only those operations authorized in appropriate maintenance manuals shall be permitted.


C.  Never direct the searchlight at unprotected personnel.


D.  Wear welder's goggles with a minimum shade of 2 whenever the searchlight is operating with an unenclosed beam.  This shade goggle will prevent an injury for momentary viewing of the xenon arc.


E.  Operate the searchlight from within an approved area which is closed such that no lines-of-sight exist to unprotected personnel outside the area,


F.  Prior to searchlight operation, complete the following checklist:



(1)  Select appropriate protective eyewear (see paragraph d).  Welders goggles with a shade of 11 would permit comfortable viewing of the xenon arc.



(2)  Post warning signs at entrances to the closed area.



(3)  Ensure that any other required safety devices are available such as face and neck protection and leather welding gloves.


G.  Report immediately to your supervisor any suspected injury or defective equipment so that appropriated action may be taken.

