
PRIVATE 


Sample Safety SOP For 

Maintenance Shop Operation Of Fire Control Lasers

Note: this SOP should be tailored for individual applications and unit requirements.

WARNING

Laser rangefinders and designators can cause irreparable blindness if used improperly.  Exposure of the eye to either the direct beam or a beam reflected from a flat mirror-like surface can cause an injury to the unprotected eye.  Class 4 lasers may also pose a potential hazard when viewing a diffuse reflection of the beam and may also pose a skin hazard.  The following control measures will prevent hazardous exposure during laser operations in the maintenance shop:


A.  Maintenance personnel shall periodically read and shall always follow this safety SOP.


B.  Only those operations authorized in appropriate maintenance manuals shall be permitted.


C.  Never direct the laser at unprotected personnel.


D.  Wear laser protective eyewear whenever the laser is operated with an unenclosed beam and then use a countdown procedure.


E.  Operate the laser from within an approved are which is closed such that no line-of-sight exists to unprotected personnel outside the area.  The laser exit port will be covered by an opaque dust cover and the battery will be removed from the device when it is located outside of the closed area unless it is specifically authorized.


F.  Prior to laser operations, complete the following checklist:



(1)  Periodically test door electrical interlock switches at entrances.  It is not a good safety practice to lock access doors.



(2)  Select appropriate laser protective eyewear for the laser(s) to be operated.  Ensure that eye protection is marked with its protective characteristics.



(3)  Test warning lights or alarms to the closed area.



(4)  Post a warning sign at entrances to the closed area.



(5)  Insure that any other required safety devices are available.


G.  A lens used to focus the laser beam of Class 3 and Class 4 lasers will increase the eye hazards from diffuse reflections and the skin hazards around the focal point.


H.  Report immediately to your supervisor any suspected injury or defective equipment so that appropriate action may be taken.

