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Forward

Preventive medicine is a comprehensive program to protect the health and environment of military personnel. The U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (USACHPPM) has unique expertise in using matrixed teams of scientific and engineering disciplines that can address and improve preventive medicine processes and products. 

As a center of excellence for the full spectrum of health promotion and preventive medicine services supporting the health of our soldiers and beneficiaries; USACHPPM is providing these synopses to the military public health community. The synopses contain essential information for charting a road map to the future. Important themes contributing to the future delivery of military public health products and services include:

· assessing our preventive medicine organizational strengths and weaknesses to ensure preventive medicine and health promotion assets can perform their mission.  Future operations will focus on deterrence, conflict prevention, and humanitarian or peacekeeping missions.  The increase in these kinds of operations and the close association with local populations and coalition forces will necessitate increased early preventive medicine involvement, because we may encounter new and emerging infectious diseases, increased disease incidence associated with disease particular to the area of operation, and diseases brought to the area by coalition forces;

· ensuring we have the preventive medicine policies, procedures, equipment, personnel, and training to facilitate contingency based force tailoring.  We must have a world class center of excellence for achieving and maintaining a fit, healthy, and ready force;

· assisting with the development of a Joint service approach in addressing the health promotion and preventive medicine needs of commanders, especially the CINCs;

· creating a common culture throughout the DoD that values health and fitness.  We will focus on value-added products and services that will increase our ability to help shape the international HP & PM environment of tomorrow;

· demonstrating the effectiveness of environmental health, occupational health and health promotion in minimizing risk and optimizing readiness, fitness, and health;

· working closely with the research, development, and acquisition communities. We must assist the military services’ combat developers in developing innovative state-of-the-art solutions to address lessons learned and doctrine, training, leader development, organization, materiel, and soldiers (DTLOMS) deficiencies to meet the challenges of Joint Vision 2010;

· using comprehensive, population-based, medical information systems as a foundation for evidence-based disease prevention and health decision making;

· being aware of new technologies on the horizon, and then evaluating and optimizing the use of applicable new technologies to address current and future preventive medicine issues;

· establishing health promotion and preventive medicine forums and providing information to our friends and allies. This will forge new individual relationships and enhance alliance relationships which will prove as useful in the future, as they have in the past; and

· incorporating health promotion and preventive medicine principles and their role in international collaboration in military course curricula taught at the AMEDD Center and School, other military service medical schools, Army, Air, Naval, and Marine Corps War Colleges, Armed Forces Staff College, NATO staff officer orientation course, and military senior NCO Academies.
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